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ieut LEWIN of D Coy was hit in the knwe while assaulting the enemy minefield and Liesut KENNEALLY was killed '

("~ after reaching the objective by a shell. Lieut KENNEALLY had been an outstanding offr in action leading his
1 wisely and with great gallamtry.

 BOYPT rs Oet
L

4 Oct | [ No counter attacks materialised at first light er during the day but the bn was subjected te very hy Mg, J
mortar and arty fire. At first light an ITALIAN offr wearing white underpants came in and asked whether
the coy would take PWs. On obtaining the coneent of the coy comd he went back with 2 escorts and bought in
[ i‘ more Ms. )
i . Most of the arty fire was directed from Trig 29 = a ridge approx 2000 yds North of our Flle. This ridge
‘eompletely overlooks the Bn area and the area to the South.  Teoday has been a very unsettled day.
- The enemy has been trying to locate our posms and reorganise his own forces. There has been considerable tk
. movement to the West and North but this attention wae mainly drevm to our armour which was disposed South of
the bne BSome tks did attempt to r fire by sending a decoy fwd. No fire was returned however until
one 6 pdr gun was knocked out. IV tk was set on fire., and the remainder withdrew, Aes the erew of
‘the tk attempted to get away they werd emgaged by our IMGs amd all hit. Some difficulty was experienced in
loeating pomms on the map owing to lack of knmown land marks but more particularly because movement above
: ground was almost impossible. After last light 2 flares were sent up at Bn HQ and from these flaghm spetters
will give us an accurate map reference of Bn HQe Late in the afternoon the 00 received infm that the Bn
would probably be required to attack Trig 29 the following nighte. A hot meal was provided end this was much
appreciated. Work continmued most of the night to improve the defences. Coy patrols were sent out Wt me
encounters were made |

EGYPT

EGYPT 25 Oct | N TRIG 2 9 (sq S68R0C Dg ‘
| - oh movement of tks and vehs Wost and North of our posne could be hea rd durimg the night 24/25 Oct but

our patrel made mo contact . And again at first light no da wn counter attack develeped this morning.

1 The 00 has been advised of a probable attack om Trig 29 em night 25/26 Oct. He ordered Coy Comds to a |
econference at Bn HQ by first light on 25 Oct as movement over the ground by day was most diffieult emnd explaine h
. ‘the task although details from Bde were not yet available. A wamning order to a 1l coys was sent out J
' 'fnpm for attack night 25/26 Oct. Adm normsl®, The "Admin Normal"™ rea lly spoke volumes. It mea nt |
| the preparation for battle in detail = man loads, carrier packs, arrangements for mimes, wire, am, feod, water,

over head cover, sand bags, tools, a rrangements for withdrawing A Tk guns, MM@s, Mortars, lifting the mines |

‘ on our Northern flamk, and the holding of the present posn Myxpxm while preparimg to do battle in anmother tttudL.
| It said much for the battle drill and discipline of the unit and supporting arms that these arrangements prior

. te the attack worked smoothly and without a hitch.

| |
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fires The onemy then bought a hy arty concentration down on that area and a further 6 bm vehs end ome Div
8ig veh carrying stores and amn were sot on fire. These vehs contained stores for D and B Coys. Under

hy shell fire the remainder of the vehs moved fwd to thedw coys and fresh stores were quickly Wought up teo
replace those lost. The carriers ran a special ferry service to replace the lost stores doing splendid work

" right up %o first light. Recrganisation was made difficult by virtue of the fact that enemy MG end moriar

- fire was almost incessant. A Coy had struck rock whem digging that by first light the depth reached in

| most of that coy was only two fesote However by first light all ikx tpe were below ground with some head

. cover erected. 2400 Hawkins mires had beem laid but the field was not quite completed.Bm HQ was established

just Bagt of the track and 400 yds South of Trig 29. A Coy had fought hard maintaining s relentless pressure
againet a strong and determined enamy. Lieut C E TAGGART and four others were killed when asssulting a
series of enemy posts which was preventing the coy frem obtaining ite final W jective. Pte Percy CRATWICK

7 pl with Cpl P EINDI!! essa ulted the posts. GRATWIGK charged a mortar post and destroyed it with grenades
he then went omto two successive posts using his bayonet with deadly effecte He was killed at the last wumy

 poet but his gallant action snd that of Wis comrades emabled the coy to get om to it's objective. The erder—

1y room Cpl = Cpl "Ripper” KING and 8ig Dick RAMSDALE MM were seen feverishly bringing up amn reserves from the
earrier packs to the fwd ple of A Cey. Their grim determination to de all they could to assist in the fight
wes inspiving. The team work, co=operation a nd offensive eagerness of the while bm im this attack was most

. mayked a nd the enemy styong as be was in this position did not stamd a chance against such determination

and the will to win, |
At first light the ememy turned all his fury om the pesm = partisularly Trig 29. Till 0900 hrs the i

‘whole area was subjected to0 am intense arty concentration. Conditioms were very diffioult as ne great depth

'hed been reached in digging and all ranks were extremely tired. The situation was again unsettled end enemy |
| tp movement was constantly reported. Tn the aftermoom 300 inf moved into posns 1500 yds North eof Trig 29 f
‘put theese were engaged and dispersed by our artye. The value of Trig 29 as an OP is more tham ever ndil:ﬂl

us now as it has a rangs of vision of 4000 to 5000 yds in all directions. The enemy too realises this am
it iz receiving comsiderabls sttention frem the enemy arty. The ®n at this stage had call on 3 fd and ‘
1 med Regzt of arty if necessary. After last light ancther hot meal wa s brought up to the tps. It wa s

| groatly appreciated. Patrols were sent out during the night mainly to cover the improving of the defences

and finishing the laying of the minefield. Spasmodic ;i'{o coniinued during the night but it did met k
the defensive works. Bn casualties since the attack colmnenced
KIA 1 0ffr 15 ORs 0

WIA 1 0ffr 26 ORs MISSING 1 offr (believed KIA)
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EGYPT 25 Oct Zero is to be 2400 hrs. The Comds conference was somewhat imterrupted by shell fire and M3 fire but the en
pits provided sufficient cover to continue the issue of orders. At laet light a strong enemy patrol was
seen between A and C Coy and fired upone. Several were killed and 3 PWe were takem, two of whom were offrs.
! One, who was badly wounded wae GO of 125 Inf Regt (German) and the other the CO of 11 Bn 125 Inf Regt.
{ | these offrs were both out on & recce as the first bn had just occupied the area which the m was to sttack.
Both offrs carried traces made that day on the same scale as the map we were using showing the ensmy disposns
i . and minefields in that area. This and other infm obtained from interrogating the PW proved extremely
’ valuable in the atbtack « particularly was this so in reference to the minefields as it confirmed the fact that
| no mines were laid on the track to Trig 29 to be takem by C Coy on carriers. Shortly aftervarde a deserter
in full dress complete with pack etc from 115 Inf Regt welked into B Coy lines. A1l head cover and sandbags
had to be taken from the area. Further Hawkins mines were however made available. The same arrangements
for A Ech vehs a® for the first attack will apply. By 2200 hrs the relief of the Em by 2/17 Bn had been
completed and the Bn moved fwd onto the start line. At zero our arty barrage opened up and the enemy replied
with light arty and mortar fire on the area. - D and A Coys moved fwd and gained the first okjeetive but not
- until some hy fighting hac hoen dome. Particularly was this so im the ease of D Coy who encountored hy
. opposition. D Coy fought well killing meny enemy and capturing 38 German prisonsrsy, They held the peen
until the 2/24 Bn passed throughe The fight took its toll of D Coy offrs, Lieut T F BOVMAN was badly hit end
died in a few mimutes, Lieut W_A BYENE was hit in the leg and Lieut B SHEPARD, Bn MM ofr att to D Coy was
badly hit and died nmext day in hospitals The OC Coy Capt P ROBBINS being the only remaining offr.
The second phase = the attack of C Coy mounted om earriers = proved completely successful. It was +

. proceeded by an intensive arty concentratiom en Trig 29 and the coy charged the trig pt inflicting hy casuldie
on the enemy who still seem dased aftor the arty fire. The carriers went in four abreast at 15 mph charging 4
fwd right on to the TRIG. The men leaped out - leading pl to the loft, second pl 4o the right and the third
| Pl swept right over the TRIG. The ene my was greatly surprised. Our menm killed with great determimation.
Capt D BRYANT MC was magnificent in this attack coolly directing eperatioms of his coy in the face of the
i enemy. Capt O H ISAKSSON and his carriers did a fine job and the determination of the crews was a great raoﬂr
| in the success of the eperation. A Goy following in the wake and to the West of € Coy encountered a great |
' dea lof opposition to the West of the trig pt and only after soms very hitter fighting with hy casualtiss on both sides were
| they able to reorganise and dig in. € Coy also in exploiting fwd to the North of Trig 29 met with eome oppuiq-
tion. Thiswas mainly in the nature of isolated posts which mot knowing the situatiom continued to fire all
' night. One tk wa # oncountereds This had been dug in and used as an OP but when charged by Cpl
(C Coy) the erow who were Italian were killed and the M 13 tk was ecaptured intacts  One hundred PWs from |
" 125 Inf Regt were capiured and neaurly as many killeds  Barly during the attack when A Ech vehe were mershal-|
' ling at the previous Bn HQ, a shsll fell a wongst the vehs and set one of the vehs loaded with mines on ‘
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the preliminary preparstions for this next attacksxmes Every member of the unit knew hie task.

The enemy is obviously still unecertain of our intentions and disposns and is hastily attempting to re-
organise his defence. There are 3 arty FOOe operating in the 'bn area today and the comstamnt movement of
'ememy inf to the North and tks to the West and NW has afforded some splendid targets. Our 3 inch mortars
- and MMGe were alee able to engage tergets affectively. The bn area was again subjected to hy shell, MG,

‘end Mortar fire s nd severa 1 casualties were sustained. BStretcher bearers did a mpkx magnificent jmkxx and
- gallant jeb. On most occesions they were the only people sbove the surface of the ground which was
continmiously swept with enemy fire. During the aftermeen the enemy attempted to counter attack with 200 te
300 tps from the North omto D Coy posus tut they were dispersed by our arty and Mortar fire. The mortars
‘considered they were obtaining excellent observation of fire whem they saw enemy boddes being flung into the air.
} |Most effective shooting.
i 0 attends conference at Bde to discuses the plam for the attack tomight. The plan is that undor timed
‘ 'arty concentrations 2/48 Bn will move North from its present posm and ecapture spur 25 to Trig 29 (=q 868300)
a nd reorganise facing North and West and a s far South as the 300 grid line. The tn will act as a bex te |
| pretect the attack of the 2/24 Bn and D Goy will cover the start line of the 2/24 Bn whe will move through the |
right of the bn and sttack im & direction towards THOMPSON'S POST reorganising facing West. On return to the
unit after the Bde conference the 0 Gp was already assembled and orders were then issued. Coy Comds had |
'be en oslled in before firs t 1ight and given the gemeral plam and all possible arrangements made up to the
¢ tage of receiving Bde orders. During the conference Bn HQ was heavily shelled byt no damage done.
’ 4&7&5&&“ were also being ma de for the Bn posne to be m.e or, by the 2/17 Aust Inf Bne A relief and
'end attack was the role of the 2/48 Aust Inf Bn. The B Wiil be as followss
'The start line will be established 1600 yds from the objective and parallel to it and astride a track which
'runs past the objective. The start line will be fixed from the pt surveyed fwem thm by the flashspetters.
The attack will be laumched in 2 phages, for phase 1 A Coy left, D Coy right will advance for 900 yds and halt.
Here then will be a pause of 5 mimutes ia the arty programe. D Coy will remain in this posn and cover the ‘
forming up of the 2/24 Bn. ¢ Coy mounted on earriers and portees with 4 bu A Tk guns and 1 tp 6 pirs for
immediate protection will advenmce astiide the track to within 300 yds of the objective, debus and assault
:-rm 29 Th A Tk guns will be manned immediately om arrival against a possible tk counter attack in the
- moonlight. A Coy will then move fwd and exploit to the West and NW of the objectives After the limit of
exploitation has been reached C Coy will reorganise facing North and NW linking up with the 2/24 Bn on the r ’
A Coy to fece West and NW, B Coy to move fwd and reorganise facing West betwoen A Coy and the right Cojy of
- 2/17 Bn. The engrs under Lieut D MJRRAY will move just behind the fwd coys this time and along the track
to give a quick mine clearance for the carriers.

. EGYPT 25 Oet The Q arrangements by Capt J D POTTER, T0 Lieut D N WALLIS, and HQ Goy Maj F A G TUGKER were great factors in ‘
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